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ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE

Held on 
15 January 2020.

Present
Councillors Lancaster (in the Chair), Boshell, Dawson, Jolley, King, R Wilson, Burch, Wade, 
Saunders, K Garrido, R Garrido, Dickman and August.

Miranda Carruthers-Watt – City Solicitor
Karen Berry – Democratic Service Manager

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Paul Dennett (City Mayor), Councillors 
Merry, Reynolds, Hamilton, Fletcher, Jones and Warmisham. From officers Jim Taylor, Chief 
Executive

2. Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest submitted.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on the 20 November 2019.
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 November 2019, were approved as a correct
record.

4. Issues arising from the General election and Pendlebury By-election

The following aspects were raised by members and will be followed up accordingly:
 Non delivery of election leaflets in various areas across the city; concerns raised that 

this may happen again for the May 2020 elections. Officers to liaise with members to 
determine what leaflets they received and with Royal Mail.

 Clarification given that the RO is able to provide details of the verification and 
statement of results. 

 Concerns raised in regard to inappropriate filming of proceedings. Members 
reminded to raise any concerns with a Deputy Returning Officer.

RESOLVED; THAT, (1) members of the Electoral Matters Committee acknowledge the 
tremendous time and effort in organising the General election and Pendlebury By-election at 
short notice;
(2) The City Solicitor agreed to organise a day and evening briefing for members to respond 
to queries in regard to the electoral process.

5. Progress of arrangements for the 2020 elections.
Karen Berry informed members that staff from across the authority and partner organisations 
are already showing a keen interest in providing support for the 2020 elections. 
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Extensive support is also being provided by other teams across the council to ensure the 
2020 elections run smoothly.

The Verification and count will take place at Event City.
The verification for the three elections will take place following the close of poll on Thursday 
7 May. 
The count will take place on Saturday 9 May, please note that the count for the GM Mayor 
will take place at Manchester Central.
The Grass Skirts method of counting will be used for the Local election ballot papers.

RESOLVED: THAT, the update was noted by members of the Electoral Matters Committee.

6. Any other business

          No items raised.


